CSHS Dragon Drama

Rules of the Theatre
 

 A violation of any of the following rules will be considered a flagrant disregard for the welfare and safety of the production company.  Such violations will NOT be tolerated and the offender may be subject to dismissal from the company and the production they are involved in.  Severe violations, such as intentionally quitting productions, will eliminate students from scholarship consideration along with end-of-the year awards and honors.
1.
Being a part of a production with Carroll Theatre Department is being a part of a school sponsored activity.  All school rules are in effect at all times—this includes traveling off campus with the Department as well.  Please refer to the current year’s CHS or CSHS Student Handbook Standards for District Extra or Co-Curricular Activities for issues dealing with your eligibility for participation in rehearsals and performances.  Special attention should be placed on sections titled: Eligibility for Extracurricular Activities and CISD Code of Conduct.

2.
Please be on time.  You must be ready to begin rehearsals and performances on time.  It is good practice to arrive ten to fifteen minutes in advance, if possible.  Repeated tardiness (2 times in the course of a rehearsal schedule) indicates a lack of responsibility and dedication.  Excessive tardiness (3 times in the course of a rehearsal schedule) will be treated in the same manner as absences. 

3.
When you are early to rehearsals, use the time to warm-up, study lines, or prepare yourself for rehearsal.  Socializing in the wings or in the Green Room with friends is not considered a warm-up.  Once you enter the rehearsal space, you are working at that day’s rehearsal.  If you wait to enter the rehearsal space at 3:50 p.m. because you’ve been socializing in the hall, you are holding everyone back and the entire production from progressing.  
4.
Disorderly conduct, rowdy behavior, and/or discrediting the theatre department’s students, directors, productions, and thespian/theatre events will not be tolerated.  Students, be very careful with your Facebook and MySpace pages.  Please do not put anything on them you don’t want read or discovered by educators and administrators.
5.
Attendance is mandatory for all scheduled rehearsals.  Participants have made a commitment to this production.  Family trips, school trips, punishment (detention, being grounded), doctor’s appointments, dentist’s appointments, voice/dance lessons, and just “bad days” in general are not acceptable for your absence from a rehearsal.  Please schedule all such appointments on a day you are not called for rehearsal.  Any previous conflicts were listed on the audition form.  The student must notify the directors in writing when they will be missing a rehearsal or a note from a parent for an emergency absence:

· PLANNED ABSENCES: defined as an absence for which the directors have given prior approval.  These should be noted on your audition form.  Please remind the directors of this approved absence with a written note as far in advance as possible.  If a doctor’s appointment has to be scheduled, please take as much time arranging your schedule as the directors take arranging the rehearsal schedule to accommodate as many people as possible.  We will allow 1 planned absence for the Haunted House rehearsal calendar depending on the conflict.  If you have to have 2 absences on days you are scheduled to rehearse, your role may have to be minimized until you have had ample time to rehearse.  If you need more than 2 planned rehearsal absences, please see the directors regarding your participation in the Haunted House.  We want to encourage your involvement in as many programs as possible either here at the school or out in the community theartre/arts district—however we will give top priority to students who make the Carroll Theatre Department their top extra-curricular priority.
· EMERGENCY ABSENCES: please call the theatre department as soon as possible during the day so that alternative plans can be made.  It is difficult to rehearse scenes without all actors and technicians present.  The phone number is 817 – 949 – 5913.  Please do not email an emergency absence as we will not check our email until after rehearsal is over; emails are not the most reliable source of communication—A phone call is.
· UNEXCUSED ABSENCES: defined as any absence without prior notification being given to the directors.  The first will receive a warning and the second will result in your removal from the production. The excuse “I didn’t know we had rehearsal” is unacceptable.
6.
Please check in with the stage manager in charge of attendance at each rehearsal so that roll can be checked quickly and effectively.

7.
There is no “small” part for the actor or technician.  He/she accepts all roles/assignments gratefully and with full intent to perform them with all of the skill at his/her command.  Again, quitting productions due to a personal dislike of your role or someone else’s role is grounds for immediate dismissal from the department and will cause you to be ineligible for scholarship consideration and end-of-the-year awards and honors.  PLEASE THINK ABOUT THIS CAREFULLY!
  

8.
Casting of all shows and productions in the Carroll Theatre Department is at the sole discretion of the directors.  

9.
There is never a guarantee of casting for anyone in the Carroll Theatre Department with the exception of the Haunted House.  But even this requires that you meet the qualifications set forth by the directors.  If you are not cast in a production, you are still a vital member of this department.  Negative attitudes toward cast members, defacing cast lists, and discrediting the Carroll Theatre Department in any way will not be tolerated.  

10.
Consideration for every member of the company is imperative.  Each member recognizes that his/her work cannot appear effectively upon the stage without the active cooperation of the directors, performers, and crewmembers of the company.  Each participant should treat fellow workers with courtesy and respect.  The words ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ can go a long, long way.  

11.
All costumes, accessories, properties and scenic items should be handled with care and respect.  Only actors using certain props and costume pieces should touch those particular items.  Many costume pieces, pieces of furniture, and props are antique and fragile.  They will only last with your utmost proper care.  Costumes, props and scenery should only be utilized for the moment on stage that they are needed.

12.

Never touch a piece of lighting, sound, or stage equipment except during the performance of your duty.
13.

Smoking, eating, and/or drinking in the auditorium, Black Box Theatre, and anywhere backstage is not permitted.  This includes gum! Bottled water with a lid IS permissible during scheduled rehearsal breaks, performances, rehearsals, and class times—BUT PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU DISPOSE OF YOUR TRASH.  Snacks will be provided during the run of the Haunted House—but you need to make sure you have eaten before arriving for your shift. The snacks are normally served in either the Green Room or the Choir Room—and these are the rooms the food and drink remain in.  Please make every effort to follow this rule—we have to keep our Theatre Department clean!!  

14.

Please bring pencils to mark in scripts.  Please do not mark your scripts in pen.  Many times blocking will be changed by the directors and previous writing will need to be erased.  

15.

Absolute silence must prevail backstage and in designated waiting areas during rehearsals and throughout the performances, except where communication is necessary to properly expedite work delegated to the cast.  Any additional time you may have during rehearsals should be utilized to learn lines, learn blocking/movement, and/or to complete homework.  Cell phones will be deposited in a box at the beginning of rehearsals & performances, watched and cared for by the Stage Manager, and returned at the conclusion of rehearsal.
16.

In addition to a sincerely cooperative attitude, a good performer or technician brings to the rehearsal the well-sharpened tools of his craft, which include creative enthusiasm and an alert imagination.  Please try to get the proper rest and proper diet; take your vitamins and drink LOTS of water.  This will promote good health and energy!

17.

Take care of things at home.  This includes family.  They will see you less often and seldom understand the stress and added workload encountered with a production.  Tell them things that are going on at rehearsal that you might have never experienced doing some other activity.  Tell them about the production, things you are learning about yourself and others, events in history, and how you think the show is progressing.
18.

Respect the authority of the stage manager and/or assistant director.

19.
Filming is not allowed backstage during any production or theatre event without prior approval of the directors.

20.
Foul, obscene language during the rehearsal process or backstage during rehearsals, performances, and classroom time will not be tolerated.
21.

Any suspected drinking of alcoholic beverages or use of illegal substances of any kind on or off campus before a rehearsal or a performance will result in disciplinary action.  The company member will be dismissed from the production and the school will take disciplinary action.
FINALLY, THE REHEARSAL SCHEDULE IS A GOAL.  WE WILL TRY OUR BEST TO STICK TO IT.  THERE WILL BE TIMES WHEN THE SCHEDULE WILL ALTER, DUE TO ABSENCES, CONFLICTS, ETC. OF BOTH STUDENTS AND THE CREATIVE TEAM.  WE ARE SCHEDULED, FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE REHEARSAL PROCESS, TO BEGIN REHEARSALS AT 3:45 P.M. AND CONCLUDE BY 6:15 P.M.  THIS SHOULD ALLOW EVERYONE ENOUGH TIME TO GET TO CSHS, CATCH THEIR BREATH, AND FOCUS ON HAVING A PRODUCTIVE REHEARSAL.  THAT MEANS WHEN EVERYONE IS IN THEIR PLACE AT THE REHEARSAL LOCATION, THE TIME BEGINS.  IF BUSES ARE LATE CAUSING HALF THE CAST TO BE TARDY, WE START OUR REHEARSAL WHEN ALL SCHEDULED COMPANY MEMBERS ARRIVE.  IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE COMPANY MEMBER TO ALERT THEIR PARENT(S) OF ANY LATE ENDINGS TO REHEARSAL DUE TO LATE BEGINNINGS.  WE ALL NEED TO HAVE FLEXIBILITY REGARDING THIS ISSUE. 
FINALLY, THE HAUNTED HOUSE OPEN AND CLOSE TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE.  IF WE ARE OPEN UNTIL 11:30 P.M. AND A GROUP SHOWS UP AT 11:29 P.M., ALL CAST AND CREW MEMBERS ARE EXPECTED TO STAY UNTIL THE LAST GROUP HAS EXITED THE PREMISES.  ONCE THE HAUNTED HOUSE CLOSES, STUDENTS HAVE TO GET OUT OF COSTUME AND MAKEUP, HANG UP THEIR COSTUMES, AND HELP CLEAN THE SET AND RESET FOR THE NEXT EVENING’S PERFORMANCE.  EXPECTING YOUR CHILD TO BE IN THE CAR 2 MINUTES AFTER WE’VE CLOSED IS UNREALISTIC.  PLEASE BE PATIENT AND FLEXIBLE WITH US ON THIS.  ALSO, THERE WILL BE SOME EVENINGS WHERE WE WILL NEED TO CLOSE EARLY BECAUSE WE HAVE NO MORE CUSTOMERS.  PLEASE BE READY TO COME AND PICK UP YOUR CHILD SHOULD SUCH AN EARLY RELEASE OCCUR. 
