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All High School Theatre Curricula focus on:

· Enhancing perception, interpretation, and performance
· Understanding heritage and tradition
· Understanding influences of theatre, film, television, and technology
· Reflecting and evaluating personal work and the work of others
Theatre Arts 3/4 is designed to train the advanced level acting student in techniques useful in professional theatre:
· Students will have opportunities to explore creative areas essential in the production of a play, including directing, choreography, costumes, scene breakdown, and analysis.

· Students continue to refine their use of stage movement, pantomime, voice, and diction.

· Students utilize advanced acting techniques that address the subtleties of characterization so that an audience can see their character grow over the course of the play within the plot structure.

· Research continues to be a major part of each new play undertaken and provides direction for creating characterizations and guidance for solving technical challenges.

· Students continue to experience a diverse theatre repertoire.  Learners examine parallels in the related fields of musical theatre, film, and television to advance their technical expertise.

· Students will continue their reflection and attention to critique to help themselves as well as other actors grow.

1. Students will be required to attend one performance of each of the three theatre department productions in the school year.  A one-page minimum, black ink, 12-point font, typed (hand-written is not acceptable) critique of each play should be submitted with ticket stub and/or program as proof of attendance:
a. Haunted House—October 14 - 31 at 7:00 p.m. (CSHS)

b.  
Musical—December 2 - 12 (CSHS)

c.
One Act Play—March 29 - 31 (CSHS)

· The guaranteed performance opportunity for Theatre 3/4 students this year is the Haunted House.
· The Theatre Department does not loan costumes, props, etc. for class projects.  If you desire to rent a costume, you may do so from our Costume Closet for $10.00.  This will cover cleaning costs and restocking fees.  Over the Top Costume Shoppe is a good reference for outside rentals in Southlake.
· Theatre 3/4 has a lab fee of $40.00 to cover the required tickets for performance attendance throughout the school year.  Please make all checks payable to: Carroll Theatre Department.

· See Syllabus for Additional Extra Credit opportunity.
In order to accomplish all of these objectives each student must be aware of the basic rules of this class:

The Basic Rules
1. Attendance—You must be here for class, rehearsals, and performances.  Roles are subject to recasting if you are absent.

2. Be ready to rehearse—Be memorized; be prepared with your supplies which may include costumes and props, commit yourself to warm-ups, and be professional!
3. Tardiness—Class begins when the bell rings.  Be ready and in your seat or you will be marked tardy.  Walking in as the bell rings = TARDY.  Refer to student handbook regarding tardy procedures.

4. Late Work—We do not accept late work for a grade.  If you are absent the work is due on the day you return.  Refer to the student handbook for extended illnesses and test make-up policy.

5. Respect each other—Respect the work, respect the process, and respect the teacher/director.  Be supportive to your classmates—you’d be surprised how great it makes YOU feel, too!! (
6. Keep the stage and drama rooms clean—No food, drinks, or gum! You have a 12-minute passing period.  Please finish all food and drink before entering the classroom.  Throw trash in the trashcan.  Please don’t leave personal items in the room.  Use the Cubes in the Green Room to store backpacks and personal belongings.  We will issue referrals if you don’t clean up after yourself.

Grade Overview
1. An “A” grade (90 – 100) indicates exceedingly high quality work.  This requires mastery of all assigned work, showing originality and initiative, doing more than required, and making quality contributions in class.

2. A “B” grade (80 – 89) indicates good progress that is above average.  This requires mastering portions of all assigned work, showing alertness and interest in the work required, completing work on time, and consistently participating in class.

3. A “C” grade (70 – 79) indicates a quality of work acceptable for this Theatre Arts 3/4 class.  This requires satisfactorily completing most assigned work under normal conditions and directions, showing interest in the work required, and completing work on time.

4. A “Below 70” grade indicates a need for greater effort to meet requirements of this course satisfactorily.  This type of grade indicates achievement below Theatre Arts 3/4 standards, completing a minimum amount of assigned work, and seldom responding in class.  

Grading
· Performances/Tests = 70% of grade

· Quizzes, Homework, and Daily Participation = 30% of grade

Materials Needed
· Drama Portfolio: This is a Drama ONLY notebook.  All paperwork relating to the class, including assignments, notes, handouts, and scripts must be retained for the entire year.

· Notebook paper

· Pencils

· Highlighters

· Pens

The Course Description states: This course is focused on students who want to pursue a career in theatre arts either at the high school level or the college level.  It intensifies what has been learned within the middle school program.  It incorporates specific acting techniques, explores vocal and physical boundaries, and allows students to learn different methodologies in regard to character development.  A higher level of analysis and research is required.  This course takes the basic ideals of theatre arts and elevates them to an advanced level.  It is mandatory that students be involved with departmental productions either on stage or behind the scenes.
Class Calendar
Dates





Assignments/Units
Aug. 23                           
Syllabus, Thespian Election Info, Contract with Lab Fee, Yearly Calendar, Booster Form and Acknowledgment, 

Aug. 25
Signed Contracts, Lab fee, Booster Acknowledgment, & Thespian Election Interest Form due
Aug. 25 – Oct. 3
Read Musical/Discussion of Play/Viewing of DVD to showcase style and history; Character/Research Unit
Sept. 1





Mandatory Musical Audition Meeting 6 – 8 pm
Sept. 2
Haunted House Audition Packets Due/

Voice and Dance Prep Registrations Due
Sept. 9





Musical Audition Packets DUE/1st Day Packets DUE

Sept. 27 - 29




Haunted House Auditions

Sept. 30




END 1ST 6 WEEKS

Oct. 3 – Nov. 11



Continue Character/Research for Musical

Oct. 3 – Nov. 17
College Audition Preparation (2 contrasting pieces not to exceed 1 ½ minutes in length)

Oct. 14 – 31




Haunted House Performances

Nov. 3





HAUNTED HOUSE CRITIQUE DUE

Nov. 11





END 2ND SIX WEEKS

Nov. 21 - 25




THANKSGIVING BREAK
Nov. 28 – Dec. 2
Tech Week Musical
Dec. 2 – 12




Musical Performances & STRIKE!
December 16




MUSICAL CRITIQUE DUE


Dec. 19 – Jan. 1



HOLIDAY BREAK

Jan. 3 – 12
Read OAP and Audition Preparation 
Jan. 10 - 12




SEMESTER EXAM 

OAP Auditions
Jan. 12





END 1ST SEMESTER

Jan. 18 – Feb. 3



Poetry Slam






Rehearsing the OAP (Move to 8th Block Production)
Feb. 7 – May 31



Student Directed Scenes
Feb. 24





END 4TH SIX WEEKS

March 29 - 31




OAP Public Performances

April 10




OAP CRITIQUE DUE
April 13




END 5TH SIX WEEKS

April 16 
Banquet Invites/Award Voting
April 20
Banquet RSVPs DUE

April 23 – 27
STARR Testing
April 30 – May 24
Theatre Auditions for 2011 – 2012 Class Placement
Senior Directed Group Scenes
May 31
END 2ND SEMESTER
FOR EXTRA CREDIT
1.  See a professional play/musical (Community Theatre, Church, Bass Hall, Dallas Summer

Musicals, etc.) and write a one page critique (attach ticket stub and/or program)—5 points

Theatre Arts III/IV
2011 – 2012 Class Contract
Return this contract by:

· Thursday, Aug. 25 for B-day schedule
I, (print your name)_______________________________understand the class requirements for Theatre Arts 3/4.

I further understand that participation is very important in this class and I will be expected to memorize and perform in front of the class.

Student Signature________________________________Class Period___________________
Student Email (print clearly)____________________________@_______________________
Parent Signature_________________________________Date__________________________
Print Parent Name_____________________________________________________________
Parent Email (print clearly)_____________________________@_______________________
Parent Phone (h)______________________(w)______________________Cell_________________________
· Theatre 3/4 Parents are invited and encouraged to become a member of our Parent Troops who support the student Thespian Troupe #5404 (Carroll Theatre Boosters—please see attached flyer & acknowledgment receipt).  The first Troops meeting is Saturday, September 24, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. in the CSHS Auditorium.  Come be a part of the great traditions of the Carroll Theatre Department! We depend on the parents to support fundraising, chaperone events, sell refreshments at performances, and be our Biggest Fans!! (
Check all that apply:

_____Yes, I will definitely be there!

_____Yes, I would like to be involved but I am busy on September 24th.

_____No, I am not able to be in the Parent Troops (Carroll Theatre Boosters) this year.  

_____Attached is a check for the $40.00 lab fee for Theatre 3/4, made payable to Carroll Theatre Department.[image: image1.png]



