Thespian Board Elections
The mission of the International Thespian society, founded in 1929 as the National Thespian Society, is to promote and strengthen theatre in education.  The ITS provides benefits and services for high school and middle school students and their educators through Junior Thespian and High School Thespian troupes.

The Thespian troupe at a school is designed to be an honorary organization that recognizes and rewards excellence among the participants in the theatre arts program.  A formal troupe organization with officers gives students opportunities for leadership and responsibility and active student officers can assist the Troupe Directors in numerous ways: establishing and administering a code of conduct to govern all students participating in the department and/or a production at Carroll Senior High School, planning cast parties and social activities, planning and helping to decorate induction ceremony activities, and planning and fundraising for trips, productions, and scholarships.  The officers also set goals for establishing scholarships for graduating seniors.   Troupes must elect student officers who are capable of and willing to carry out specific duties on their own initiative.  Due to the importance of direct communication, it has been decided that all elected Thespian officers need to be enrolled in a Theatre Arts class.  It is expected that all student officers act in consultation and agreement with the Troupe Directors.

The positions available for election to the Thespian Board are:

· President—this student presides at all meetings, appoints all standing and special committees, and directs and supervises troupe activities.  This student is the direct liaison between the directors and the students.
· Vice President—this student presides in the absence of the president and is responsible for the induction of new members.

· Secretary—this student keeps the records of the meetings and attends to troupe correspondence.

· Treasurer—this student keeps the troupe’s books and pays bills and may act as business manager of Thespian events/productions.  This student also coordinates fundraising for the Troupe.
· Historian—this student works directly with the directors and the parent booster historian to keep a scrapbook of news clippings, posters, programs, etc. to document the success of the department throughout the year.

· Publicity Chair—this student works directly with the directors and the parent booster publicity chair to help promote productions by designing and distributing posters, flyers, programs, postcards, video/film commercial announcements, etc.
· Technical Representative—this student works directly with the Troupe Directors to recruit students for crew positions for all productions.  In addition, this student is a liaison to the Technical Theatre students and reports to the board about technical progress and needs in a current production.  They may offer insight to the Publicity Chair about technical elements in a production that may be used for press releases and publicity purposes.
· Sophomore Representative—this student will collaborate with the Parent Booster Events Coordinator to coordinate front of house positions and volunteers for those positions for productions such as ushers, programs, ticket takers, and concessions.  In addition, this student will also be the liaison to the Sophomore class and help establish a buddy system for the incoming Freshmen.

· Freshman Representative—only elected by Freshmen, this student will assist the Sophomore Representative in establishing the buddy system for incoming Freshmen and recruiting for front of house positions for productions.  This student will also be the liaison to the Freshman class.
Procedure for Running for the Thespian Board:
· Fill out Thespian Board Interest Form and return to the Troupe Directors, Mr. or Ms. Martinsen, by Wednesday, August 24 for A-day students and Thursday, August 25 for B-day students.  No late forms will be accepted.
· All Thespian Board Candidates will make a 1 – 2 minute speech to the Thespian Troupe #5404 on Thursday, August 25, 2011 from 
· 3:50 – 5:00 p.m. in the CSHS Auditorium or Black Box Theatre.  
· Speeches for all positions should explain why the candidate believes he/she is the right person for the position.  In addition, please include ideas for activities for active involvement by the entire troupe and ways the candidate will work with the Troupe Directors to promote and provide a positive, all-inclusive department.  Please observe the time limit of two minutes—the bell will ding! (
· Voting will be done following all speeches.  There will be a separate ballot for the Freshman Representative (only elected by the Freshman Class).
· The 2011 - 2012 Thespian Board Members will be posted on Friday, August 26, 2011 on the Callboard at CSHS and on the Theatre Department website, www.dragondrama.net.  All Thespian Board Member appointments are subject to the Troupe Directors’ approval.   
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