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Technical Theatre I-IV
2010 – 2011
Roald Martinsen (Roald.Martinsen@southlakecarroll.edu)

Course Description and Expectations

Carroll Senior High School

Drama Phone: 817 – 949 – 5914 (Mr. Martinsen)

www.dragondrama.net 

All High School Theatre Curricula focus on:

· Enhancing perception, interpretation, and performance
· Understanding heritage and tradition
· Understanding influences of theatre, film, television, and technology
· Reflecting and evaluating personal work and the work of others
Technical Theatre focuses on the construction and design of sets, scenery, lights, costumes, sound and management for school productions and the UIL Theatrical Design Competitions:
· Students are involved in all aspects of production.  Throughout the year, each student assumes a variety of leadership positions in such areas as costume design, wardrobe, makeup, sound, lighting, set design and construction, props assembly and construction, and stage management.

· Students establish the conventions of time, history, style, and genre in a designated production and apply their understanding of previous technical interpretations to their own work.

· Students interpret the intent of the playwright that is to be communicated to the audience, read the directors’ specifications, and correlate research and study to present a theatrical production.

· Students evaluate historical and cultural influences and interpret theatrical traditions.

· Students develop self-discipline in learning all aspects of technical theatre.
· Students will be required to attend one performance of each of the three theatre department productions in the school year if they are not assigned as a crew member.  Cast, crew, and patrons in this class must write a one-page minimum, black ink, 12-point font, typed (hand-written is not acceptable) critique of each play that should be submitted with ticket stub and/or program as proof of attendance:
a. Haunted House—October 15 - 31 at 7:30 p.m. (CSHS)

b.  
Musical—December 3 – 12 (CSHS)

c.
One Act Play—March 21 – 22 (CSHS)

· The UIL Theatrical Design Competition will be one of the focused highlights of this year. We will enter in all categories for Eva Le Gallienne and Florida Friebus’ Alice in Wonderland.  

· Design contests for TETA and Thespian design showcases will also be entered.  Dates and requirements will be available shortly.
· Theatre I-IV has a lab fee of $40.00 to cover the required tickets for performance attendance throughout the school year and to assist with the cost of materials for class.  Please make all checks payable to: Carroll Theatre Department.

· See Syllabus for Additional Extra Credit opportunity.
· YOU MUST LOG IN a minimum of 18 HOURS of Production Work or Contest Work per 6 weeks (this includes building, painting, designing, drawing, drafting, sewing, rigging of sets, and contest entries) to get a 100 in this class.  You must also complete all other assignments. If you exhibit less than this amount of commitment, you will receive a lower grade. 
In order to accomplish all of these objectives each student must be aware of the basic rules of this class:

The Basic Rules
1. Attendance—You must be here for class.  Positions are subject to reassignment if you are absent.

2. Be ready to work—Be organized; be prepared with your supplies, commit yourself to finishing the task on hand. Be professional and Safety is a #1 priority!

3. Tardiness—Class begins when the bell rings.  Walking in as the bell rings = TARDY.  Refer to student handbook regarding tardy procedures.

4. Late Work—You will lose 10 points per day you are late with an assignment.  If you are absent the work is due on the day you return.  Refer to the student handbook for extended illnesses and test make-up policy.

5. Respect each other—Respect the work, respect the process, and respect the teacher/director.  Be supportive to your classmates—you’d be surprised how great it makes YOU feel, too!! (
6. Keep the stage and drama rooms clean—No food, drinks, or gum! You have a 12-minute passing period.  Please finish all food and drink before entering the classroom.  Throw trash in the trashcan.  Please don’t leave personal items in the room.  Use the Cubes in the Green Room to store tech clothes and shoes if you wish.  Wash clothes in a timely manner when needed.  Anything foul and unsanitary will be removed if not taken care of.
Grade Overview
1. An “A” grade (90 – 100) indicates exceedingly high quality work.  This requires mastery of all assigned work, showing originality and initiative, doing more than required, and making quality contributions in class.

2. A “B” grade (80 – 89) indicates good progress that is above average.  This requires mastering portions of all assigned work, showing alertness and interest in the work required, completing work on time, and consistently participating in class.

3. A “C” grade (70 – 79) indicates a quality of work acceptable for this Theatre Arts 3/4 class.  This requires satisfactorily completing most assigned work under normal conditions and directions, showing interest in the work required, and completing work on time.

4. A “Below 70” grade indicates a need for greater effort to meet requirements of this course satisfactorily.  This type of grade indicates achievement below Theatre Arts 3/4 standards, completing a minimum amount of assigned work, and seldom responding in class.  

Grading
· Project Completion = 70% of grade

· Tests/Quizzes, Homework, and Daily Participation = 30% of grade

Materials Needed
· Drama Portfolio: This is a Drama ONLY notebook.  All paperwork relating to the class, including assignments, notes, handouts, and scripts must be retained for the entire year.

· Notebook paper

· Pencils

· Highlighters

· Pens

· Work clothes and Shoes (No Flip Flops) that paint may spill on.  We have a storage cube for these items.
Theatre Department interviews for Crew assignments, UIL, TETA, and Thespian competitions will be held in class.  If you fail to do the work you will lose your job. No one wants this to happen so stay positive and on task.
Class Calendar
Dates





Assignments/Units
Aug. 24                          
Syllabus, Thespian Election Info, Contract with Lab Fee, Booster Form and Acknowledgment
Aug. 26
Signed Contracts, Lab fee, Booster Acknowledgment, & Thespian Election Interest Form due 

Drawing/ Tools/Shop Procedures
Aug. 26 – Sept. 1
Concept/Scriptwriting Contest for Haunted House
*SEE CALENDAR FOR MANDATORY PARENT MEETING!!

Aug.30





***Working/Painting Clothes and Shoes Due
Sept. 1
Announcement of Musical and Show Packet Info at 5:00 p.m. in CSHS Auditorium
September 3-10
Read Musical/Discussion of Play/Viewing of DVD to showcase style and history 
September 10




***Contest selections for TETA, UIL and 






Thespians. Read Alice in Wonderland
Sept. 10 - 24
Design lights and set for Haunted House & Design/ Build Musical
Sept 26 
HH finished all but the final touches

September 28/30



Haunted House tech run-throughs



Oct. 1





END 1ST SIX WEEKS
(eligibility for HH)
Oct. 4 – November 20



UIL, TETA  & Design Contest Prep






Continue Building Musical
Nov.4





Haunted House Critique Due
Nov. 12





END 2ND SIX WEEKS (eligibility for musical)
Nov. 14





Finish set for musical

Nov. 22 - 26




THANKSGIVING BREAK

December 2 - 14



OAP Read script
Dec. 3 – 12




Musical  Performances

December 7/9




Musical repair
December 13,15,17



OAP interviews in Class 
December 17




Musical  CRITIQUE DUE


Dec. 20 – Jan. 2



HOLIDAY BREAK

Jan. 4 – 14
Design projects  
Jan. 12-14




SEMESTER EXAM 

UIL/ TETA Designs
Jan. 14





END 1ST SEMESTER

Dates





Assignments/Units
Jan. 20– Feb 4




UIL Set Design and re-construction
Feb 7- Mar. 22




Rehearsing the OAP

Feb. 25





END 4TH SIX WEEKS

March 21 – 22 




OAP Performances

April 1





OAP CRITIQUES DUE

April 1 – June 1
Drawing/Drafting designs
April 12-15
Banquet Invites/Award Voting

April 15




END 5TH SIX WEEKS

April 20   




Banquet RSVPs DUE

April 25 – 29




TAKS

May 31 – June 2
SEMESTER EXAM

Theatre Auditions for 2010 – 2011 Class Placement--Drawing/ Drafting
June 2
END 2ND SEMESTER

The Course Description states: This course is focused on students who want to pursue a career in theatre arts either at the high school level or the college level.  It intensifies what has been learned within the middle school program. It incorporates specific design techniques, explores historical references, and allows students to learn different methodologies in regard to design development.  A higher level of analysis and research is required.  This course takes the basic ideals of theatre arts and elevates them to an advanced level.  It is mandatory that students be involved with departmental productions either on stage or behind the scenes.

FOR EXTRA CREDIT
1.  See a professional play/musical (Community Theatre, Church, Bass Hall, Dallas Summer

Musicals, etc.) and write a one page critique (attach ticket stub and/or program)—5 points

Technical Theatre  I-IV
2010– 2011 Class Contract
Return this contract by:

· Thursday, Aug. 26 for B-day schedule

I, (print your name)_______________________________understand the class requirements for Technical Theatre I-IV.

I further understand that participation is very important in this class and I will be expected to be involved in all productions.

StudentSignature______________________________ClassPeriod________________
Student Email (print clearly)________________________@_____________________
Parent Signature_________________________________Date___________________ 
Print Parent Name______________________________________________________
Parent Email (print clearly)__________________________@____________________
Parent Phone (h)______________________(w)______________________Cell___________________
· Technical Theatre I-IV Parents are invited and encouraged to become a member of our Parent Troops who support the student Thespian Troupe #5404 (Carroll Theatre Boosters—please see attached flyer & acknowledgment receipt).  The first Troops meeting is Saturday, September 25, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. in the CSHS Auditorium.  Come be a part of the great traditions of the Carroll Theatre Department! We depend on the parents to support fundraising, chaperone events, sell refreshments at performances, and be our Biggest Fans!! (
Check all that apply:
_____Yes, I will definitely be there!

_____Yes, I would like to be involved but I am busy on September 25th.

_____No, I am not able to be in the Parent Troops (Carroll Theatre Boosters) this year.  

_____Attached is a check for the $40.00 lab fee for Tech Theatre I-IV, made payable to Carroll Theatre Department.[image: image2.wmf]

