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All High School Theatre Curricula focus on:

· Enhancing perception, interpretation, and performance
· Understanding heritage and tradition
· Understanding influences of theatre, film, television, and technology
· Reflecting and evaluating personal work and the work of others
Theatre Arts I Intro is a survey course that establishes the base for all subsequent theatre courses.  It encompasses:
· Theatrical vocabulary, elements, conventions, and basic concepts

1. Learners study principles of acting and begin to understand theatrical conventions dealing with time and setting.

2. Learners develop essential skills, techniques, and a process of script analysis to create believable characters.

3. Learners add techniques in diction and body movements to develop characterizations further.

· Historical and cultural backgrounds

1. Students explore dramatizations and scenes from a variety of historical periods and cultures.

2. Specific examples of theatrical productions stimulate understanding of the impact of society on theatre AND theatre’s impact on society.

· Experiences that develop a broad-based body of knowledge and technical skills

1. Introductory play writing will enable the student to improvise, write, and rewrite monologues, scenes, and vignettes to convey predetermined intent and meaning.

2. Students become their own directors and are accountable for small group presentations of a scene or vignette.

3. The director is responsible for incorporating all aspects of a production into a unified whole.

· Strategies for evaluating theatre experiences

1. Viewing live and recorded performances and short classroom presentations, students analyze the impact of technical theatre in communicating meaning to an audience.

2. By articulating and applying predetermined criteria and using theatrical technology, students reflect on and make judgments about the effectiveness of personal work and the work of others.

3. Further, students develop research techniques as they discover opportunities in theatre and determine the training, skills, self-discipline, and artistic expertise necessary to achieve success.
4. Students will be required to attend one performance of each of the three theatre department productions in the school year.  A one-page minimum, black ink, 12-point font, typed critique (hand-written is not acceptable) of each play should be submitted with ticket stub and/or program as proof of attendance:
a. Haunted House—October 15 - 31 at 7:30 p.m. (CSHS)

b.  
Musical—December 3 - 12 (CSHS)

c.
One Act Play—March 21 - 22 (CSHS)

5.  The Theatre Department does not loan costumes, props, etc. for class

projects.  If you desire to rent a costume, you may do so from our Costume

Closet for $10.00.  This will cover cleaning costs and restocking fees.  You may also contact Nacheska at Odyssey Theatrical in Southlake at (817) 416 – 0063.
6. See Syllabus for Extra Credit Opportunity.
7.
The $40.00 Lab Fee for this course will cover all ticket costs for public performances & materials for group projects.

In order to accomplish all of these objectives each student must be aware of the basic rules of this class:

The Basic Rules
1. Attendance—You must be here for class.  Participation is an essential part of the class.

2. Be ready to rehearse—Be memorized and prepared with your supplies which may include costumes and props.

3. Tardiness—Class begins when the bell rings. Walking in as the bell rings = TARDY.  Refer to student handbook regarding tardy procedures.

4. Late Work—We do not accept late work for a grade.  If you are absent the work is due on the day you return.  Refer to the student handbook for extended illnesses and test make-up policy.

5. Respect each other—Respect the work, respect the process, and respect the teacher/director.

6. Keep the stage and drama rooms clean—No food, drinks, or gum! You have a 12-minute passing period.  Please finish all food and drink before entering the classroom.  Throw trash in the trashcan.  Please don’t leave personal items in the room.  We will issue referrals if you don’t clean up after yourself and/or make the choice to ignore this rule.
Grade Overview
1. An “A” grade (90 – 100) indicates exceedingly high quality work.  This requires mastery of all assigned work, showing originality and initiative, doing more than required, and making quality contributions in class.

2. A “B” grade (80 – 89) indicates good progress that is above average.  This requires mastering portions of all assigned work, showing alertness and interest in the work required, completing work on time, and consistently participating in class.

3. A “C” grade (70 – 79) indicates a quality of work acceptable for this Theatre Arts I Intro class.  This requires satisfactorily completing most assigned work under normal conditions and directions, showing interest in the work required, and completing work on time.

4. A “Below 70” grade indicates a need for greater effort to meet requirements of this course satisfactorily.  This type of grade indicates achievement below Theatre Arts I Intro standards, completing a minimum amount of assigned work, and seldom responding in class.  

Grading
· Performances = 50% of grade

· Tests/Quizzes, Homework, and Daily Participation = 50% of grade

Materials Needed
· Folder for class notes and vocabulary words, handouts, and scripts.

· Notebook paper

· Pencils

· Highlighters

· Pens

Class Calendar
Dates





Assignments/Units
Aug. 23/24                           
Syllabus, Thespian Election Info, Contract with Lab Fee, Yearly Calendar, Booster Form and Acknowledgment

Aug. 25/26
Signed Contracts, Lab fee, & Booster Acknowledgment due

Warm –Up/Mirror Game
Aug. 27 – Sept. 3
3-Person Pantomime with Musical Background
Sept. 7 – 10




Reading of Musical, Discussion, and Quiz


Sept. 13 – Oct. 1



Reading of Seven Brides For Seven Brothers






Discussion of Play/Viewing of DVD w/Questionnaire






Test on Seven Brides For Seven Brothers

Oct. 1





END 1ST SIX WEEKS

Oct. 4 - 22 
Reading of A Streetcar Named Desire

Discussion of Play and Viewing of DVD


Test on A Streetcar Named Desire

Oct. 15 – 31
ATTEND ONE PERFORMANCE OF HAUNTED HOUSE
Oct. 25 – Nov. 12
Lip Syncs
Nov. 5
HAUNTED HOUSE CRITIQUES DUE
Nov. 12





END 2ND SIX WEEKS
Nov. 15 – 19




Improv
Nov. 22 - 26




THANKSGIVING BREAK
November 29 – Dec. 3
 


Read OAP and Discuss
Dec. 3 - 12




Musical Performances

Dec. 6 – Jan. 14
Student Original Scenes (3 – 4 people; 5 minutes in length)

December 17




MUSICAL CRITIQUES DUE
Dec. 20 – Jan. 2



HOLIDAY BREAK

Jan. 3 – 11
Rehearse and Prepare Student Original Scenes for Final Exams


Jan. 12 – 14




SEMESTER EXAMS 

Student Original Scene Performances

Second Semester



Assignments/Units
Jan. 19 – Feb. 4



Slam Poetry Unit and Performances

Feb. 7 – March 11
Read Much Ado About Nothing

Discussion of Play/Viewing of DVD


DVD Questionnaire/Test


Scenework from Shortened Play
Feb. 25
END 4TH SIX WEEKS
March 14 - 18
SPRING BREAK 
March 21 – April 1



Read Chemical Imbalance
Discussion of Play/Viewing of DVD on Jekyll and Hyde
March 21 - 22




OAP Public Performances

April 1





OAP CRITIQUES DUE
April 4 – 15




Read The Visit







Discussion of Play/Viewing of DVD






Test on The Visit
April 12 – 15
Banquet Invites/Award Voting

April 15




END 5TH SIX WEEKS

April 20   




Banquet RSVPs DUE

April 18 – June 2
Duet Scene Work (Theatre Auditions for 2010 – 2011 Class Placement)
April 25 - 29




TAKS

May 31 – June 2
SEMESTER EXAM

Theatre Auditions for Class Placement (Duet Scene Work Performances)
FOR EXTRA CREDIT
1.  See a professional play/musical (Community Theatre, Church, Bass Hall, Dallas Summer

Musicals, etc.) and write a one page critique (attach ticket stub and/or program)—5 points

Theatre Arts I Introduction
2010 - 2011 Class Contract
Return this contract by:

· Wednesday, August 25 for A-day schedule
· Thursday, Aug. 26 for B-day schedule
I, (print your name)_______________________________understand the class requirements for Theatre Arts I Introduction.

I further understand that participation is very important in this class and I will be expected to memorize and perform in front of the class.

Student Signature_____________________________ Class Period___________

Student Email (print clearly)_________________________@_______________

Parent Signature_____________________________Date___________________

Print Parent Name__________________________________________________

Parent Email (print clearly)_________________________@________________

Parent Phone (h)____________________(w)____________________Cell__________________

· Theatre I Intro Parents are invited and encouraged to become a member of our Parent Troops who support the student Thespian Troupe #5404 (Carroll Theatre Boosters—please see attached flyer & acknowledgment receipt).  The first Troops meeting is Saturday, September 25, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. in the CSHS Auditorium.  Come be a part of the great traditions of the Carroll Theatre Department! We depend on the parents to support fundraising, chaperone events, sell refreshments at performances, and be our Biggest Fans!! (
Check all that apply:
_____Yes, I will definitely be there!

_____Yes, I would like to be involved but I am busy on September 25th.

_____No, I am not able to be in the Parent Troops (Carroll Theatre Boosters) this year.  

_____Attached is a check for the $40.00 lab fee for Theatre 1 Intro, made payable to Carroll Theatre Department.[image: image1.png]



