University Theatre
1. Major Decisions:
a. BFA or BA? At some point, sooner rather than later, you will  have to make a choice about what you want to try and pursue…
b. Acting/Musical Theatre/Design vs. Theatre Arts
c. Aim for Graduate school—would you be disappointed if, after 10 years, you were teaching at Carnegie Mellon?
· Many highly competitive grad schools will pay your child to come there—you are not necessarily going to be out another $100,000.00

· If they don’t have a senior showcase, at the undergraduate and graduate levels, BEWARE!

· Location is important—if you want to do film, ultimately, LA is a great choice because it will take you 10 years to get established—and why not start early, in terms of your age?

· If you want to do theatre, NY (or schools that have a big connection to the city’s directors/producers/agents) is a great choice because of the Broadway connection

2. College Fairs, Campus Visits, Applications, Auditions, & Scholarships
a. Don’t just aim for the Unified & Consortium auditions—go to everything you can early (North Texas, Texas Thespian Festival, and TETA) so when you hit the big national auditions, you are undoubtedly ready to be picked by your top choices.
b. Parents—do the leg work and get a master plan set up for your child; their senior year at Carroll is going to be chalk full of activity—of course, they have to write their essays and get their auditions and portfolios ready; but the more help you can give them in terms of applications and audition appointments, the more they can focus on their artistic work—which is what they will be ultimately judged on…
c. Campus visits are strongly recommended.  Most campuses insist you come for a visit before you can enroll; think of doing an audition at the same time so you can save your money when it comes to the Unified/Consortium auditions, which, especially for women, can be nothing short of a cattle call…  

The right fit does happen!! (
